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Thanks to wonderful stakeholders like you, we had a record-breaking year in 2014 as we supported Principal 

Newman and her team at Chester Arthur and helped to improve the educational experience of hundreds of 

children in Philadelphia. This year, we focused on our mission of bringing resources of the community to 

Arthur and continuing to highlight the successes of the school to its stakeholders.  You may have noticed that 

we have been describing all of FoCA’s and Arthur’s stakeholders as “Arthur’s Village,” as no phrase could 

better convey the broad base of support and engagement that has been built over the years and 

strengthened this past year.  

While 2013 was a year of change for FoCA, 2014 was a year of growth. We worked closely with Principal 

Newman to help to bring new programs to Arthur and to grow the ones that were already there to meet the 

diverse needs of the school.  We continued to support some amazing programs, such as Walnut Street 

Theatre’s drama education program, Arthur’s STEAM o�erings like their Robotics Club and the new Wildcat 

Workshop Makerspace, and Dancing Classroom’s ballroom dance classes. We also brought new programs 

to Arthur, such as Playworks, a program with the mission to improve the health and well-being of children by 

increasing opportunities for physical activity and safe, meaningful play.  

In 2014, we hosted our first annual fundraising event, FoCA Night Out, which was a huge success in every 

sense of the word.  More than 220 people bought tickets and attended,  which included community 

members, parents, teachers, and sta� from Arthur, partner organizations, and some who were new to 

Arthur’s Village. At FoCA Night Out, we raised $25,000 to help support technology upgrades at Arthur, and 

throughout the year we worked with several other partners, including the White and Williams Law Firm--who 

adopted Arthur for the 2014/2015 school year--to raise even more money to support Arthur’s technology 

infrastructure. This technology allows students to access software for individualized learning to allow them 

to approach the curriculum at Arthur at a speed and on a level that works best for their own learning needs.

We also continued to grow and strengthen FoCA’s infrastructure to ensure we can continue to focus on our 

mission for many years to come. We formalized and grew our fundraising committee, comprised of a dynamic 

group of volunteers who successfully implemented a new donor management software, supported FoCA’s 

fundraising events, and developed and implemented FoCA’s first year-end fundraising appeal, which raised 

approximately $11,000 in the month of December alone!  We added new Board members to help support the 

ever-growing needs of the organization.  And, while we raised even more money in almost every category 

(as you’ll see from our financials in this document), we kept FoCA’s operating expenses at the same level as 

last year, allowing all money raised to go directly to support the amazing programs and projects at Arthur.  

While we’re still celebrating our collective successes of 2014, we are excited to see what we can all 

accomplish together in 2015! We look forward to reporting our progress in July, as we will be switching our 

accounting and reporting to match the school year rather than the calendar year as we have in the past.  We 

are proud to share with you our accomplishments from 2014 and recognize that we're lucky to have such a 

diverse community with many di�erent resources to invest in our school and neighborhood as a whole! 

Thank you for being a part of Arthur’s Village!

Warm Regards,

Ivy Olesh

President, Friends of Chester Arthur
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A note from our President



Principal’s Letter

Dear Friends-

I am so pleased and honored to be reporting to you in the midst of my 

second year as Arthur’s principal.  This is an exciting time for Arthur, 

and we could not be where we are today if not for the unwavering 

support of our “Village,” FoCA, and individuals like you.

The teachers, sta�, and I have been, and continue to be, energized by 

the unbridled enthusiasm surrounding the school.  There are so many 

great things happening at Arthur each and every day, but I would be 

remiss if I did not focus on arguably the most significant - our School 

Redesign Initiative proposal and plan.  As you may already know, the 

school - in conjunction with FoCA, the Home and School Association, 

and Science Leadership Academy - submitted and received approval 

for a proposed redesign plan that will transform the way that children 

learn at Arthur.  As part of this plan, we will adopt the inquiry-driven, 

project-based model currently employed at SLA, adapted for a K-8 

model.  In addition, we will be implementing an ethic of care to 

recognize and promote the value of each and every student that steps 

foot into Arthur, and will seek to more fully engage with all of Arthur’s 

stakeholders in order to recognize and promote their value as well.

You are an important part of this process.  FoCA’s representatives on 

our redesign team, Ivy and Matt Olesh, as well as our HSA president, 

Sharai Cunningham, will be reaching out to you to both provide more 

details about what is going on for Arthur’s redesign and seek your 

input as to how best Arthur can engage you.  We welcome your insight 

and hope that you will seize the opportunity to help shape Arthur’s 

future.  And of course, my door is always open if you would like to chat, 

be it about the our redesign or anything else related to Arthur.

Our redesign plan is nothing short of remarkable, and this 

transformative process is already underway at Arthur.  This plan - along 

with all of the other fantastic programming at Arthur, which we could 

not have implemented without your support - will continue to help 

ensure that every student that attends Arthur is getting the 

high-quality education that he or she deserves.  I feel fortunate each 

and every day that we are working together toward this shared vision.

Again, I truly thank you for your continued support of Arthur and look 

forward to seeing you at the school, at FoCA events, and around the 

neighborhood.

All my best,

Kim Newman

Principal, Chester A. Arthur Elementary
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PROGRAMS + ACCOMPLISHMENTS
As a result of your investment over the past year, 

we were able to support…

Playworks

_____

Walnut Street Theatre’s drama education program

_____

Dancing classrooms ballroom dance program

_____

Girls on the Run

_____

Red Kite Rising - a martial arts program

_____

Upgraded technology infrastructure at Arthur

_____

Upgrades to Arthur’s blended learning curriculum

_____

Improvements to Arthur’s playground

_____

STEAM programs:  Robotics, civil engineering, Arthur’s 

WildCat Workshop makerspace

_____

Arthur’s Positive Behavior Interventions and Support initiative

_____

Arthur’s school supply drives

_____

Marketing materials to help promote Arthur

_____

Student of the Month celebrations

_____

Annual award recognizing the “most improved” graduating 

8th grader

_____

Arthur’s Home and School Association

_____

Field trips for Arthur students

_____

Arthur’s Career Cafe

_____

Community and school events such as block parties, 

Little FoCA Playdates and more...

Friends of Chester Arthur
Elementary School

2014 Annual Report



Connect with FoCA

     FACEBOOK

     Facebook.com/FriendsofChesterArthur

     TWITTER

     @FoCA_Philly

     EMAIL

     ArthurSchoolGroup@gmail.com

     WEBSITE

     FriendsofChesterArthur.org

     VIMEO

     vimeo.com/friendsofchesterarthur

Our Mission, Vision, & Objectives

 

2
Grants Awarded (Out of 4 Applied for)

11
Open houses, school fairs, and info sessions

15
FoCA Board and general meetings

30+
FoCA Committee Meetings 

$11,000
Raised during the year-end appeal

220
Attendees at the first FoCA Night Out 

$25,000
Raised at FoCA Night Out

$9,000
Generously donated from SWCC 5K

75
Chromebooks purchased (and 24 iPads)

533
Email followers (125 new followers in 2014)

537
Facebook followers (213 new likes in 2014)

427
Twitter followers (332 new followers in 2014)

friendsofchesterarthur

www

FOCA FINANCIALS
January - December 2014

INCOME
$68,535

$12,510
Individual Support

$12,060
Corporate & 

Organizational 
Support

$28, 364
Events

$15,600
Grants

EXPENSES
$68,680

$43,080
School 

Expenses
(Programs, 

Supplies, etc.)

$5,917
Events

$1,606
Operations

$468
Marketing

$17,606
Capital
Projects

(Playground 
Upgrades)

From open houses and info sessions to 

accepted grants and fantastic events, 2014 was 

full of exciting news. We raised not only funds 

for but also awareness of the great things 

happening at Chester Arthur on a daily basis. 

Here is a rundown of FoCA by the numbers:

The Friends of Chester A. Arthur (FoCA) is a 501(c)(3), non-profit organization, formed by 

Southwest Center City parents and community members who are committed to partnering with 

the sta�, teachers and students of our local school, Chester A. Arthur, in order to foster a robust 

learning environment for our neighborhood children.

The Friends of Chester A. Arthur believes that a first-class education, within a safe school 

setting, should be the right of every child in Philadelphia and the entire United States. We also 

believe that such an education should be provided inherently and without reservations.

This group was formed as a means to help facilitate the involvement and support of community 

members living within and near the Chester A. Arthur School catchment. Our goal is to help 

support current and future sta�, teachers, students and parents in their e�ort to create and 

maintain a successful and safe school environment for all children who attend.

2014

BY THE NUMBERS


